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Cape Reinga



Tane Mahuta, Waipoua Forest 



Rarawa Beach: Far North



Northland v Auckland 

Geographical size

Auckland 4,898 km2

Northland 13,940 km2



Northland v Auckland 

Population & growth (2000 – 2015)
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People



Northland v Auckland 

Ethnic Groups of people



Northland v Auckland 

Beneficiaries



Northland v Auckland 

Employment & Unemployment

Northland vs New Zealand Auckland vs New Zealand



Northland v Auckland 

GDP +GDP per employed persons



Northland v Auckland 

GDP per employed persons



Northland v Auckland 

Productivity growth in Northland 

region and Auckland 2000-2015



Northland v Auckland 

export orientation
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Real Median weekly household 

income



Household income and percentage 

of population aged 25-64 years



Unequally shared
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Northland v Auckland 

Skills and Jobs



International and National trends: 

Increasing employment in service 

sector
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Northland v Auckland 

Contribution to GDP by broad sector



Northland v Auckland 

Human capital



Human Capital



Northland Regional Research 

Institute?

• Market driven research activity low

• Research assets minimal

• Research intensity low (or not measured)

• No regional innovation system

• No globally significant research domains

=> Build it! 



Regional Growth Study



He Tangata, He Whenua, He Oranga



The Action Plan



Hawaiki Cable – Northland landing 



Northport 



Northport 

Today 0-10 years 10 – 20 years 20 – 30 years

49ha site (33.6 ha 

reclaimation)

Increase to 51 hs 

(reclaimation, 

consented)

Increase to 76ha 

(reclaimation)

570 linear metres 

berth length

Increase to 840lm 

(consented)

Increase to 1140ml Increase to 1390lm

180ha port zoned land adjacent to Northport (owned by MMHL) available for future development



Auckland – Northland: 

Interconnectivity and mutually 

beneficial opportunities  

• Proximity 
– 158km (Auckland CBD – Whangarei) 

– 1 hour from Northport to Silverdale (inland freight hub?)

• City-region with neighbouring Rural-region

• Transport and logistics

• Tourism and events

• Digital

• R&D e.g. bioactives, food, nutraceuticals

• Energy

• Immigration / migration

• Housing

• Export education 



Auckland’s role in the national  and 

upper North Island economies

• Metro Report (2006) 
– Economic geography of Auckland

– permission for Auckland to be New Zealand’s CBD

– One plan, one council, one mayor

– Up its game; productivity, export, international connectedness, 
marketing NZ,  

• NZs CBD

• NZs innovation hub

• Services – finance, professional, legal etc. But also 
digital and knowledge industries 

• Adding value

• Improving Auckland’s export orientation

• Sharing the love

• Thinking inter-regionally 



Questions?



Data sources

• Regional Economic Activity Report 2015

• Statistics New Zealand

• Infometrics

• NZIER public discussion paper – regional 
economies


